Kia ora and warm greetings to you all

On behalf of our school we pass on condolences to Angela Massey and
her family on the death of her father last week. Angela will be on leave for a
time and her teaching position as a reading recovery teacher is currently
being covered by Sally Poole.

A very warm welcome back is extended to Marlene Smith. Marlene is
already very busy picking up the threads of her position and we are looking
forward to the benefits of her study as we continue to develop our

NZ Curriculum.

Senior students have spent time over the holidays on leadership courses.
These courses were at OPC on Great Barrier, and the Area Schools’
leadership camp at Akaroa. My thanks to the staff who supported these
events, | know that our students had a fabulous time at both.

I am not, you will be aware, a fan of the media’s ‘league tables’ NCEA
Results. However, it was pleasing to see the 14% rise in NCEA pass rates
for Raglan Area School comparing 2004 with 2009. Last year it was for our
ranking in the top 10 schools in the Waikato for level 2 NCEA results. Given
that concurrently our numbers of students sitting these exams has also ris-
en, that is all promising for the future. The goal, of course, is to continue
this trend and to have our pass rates significantly better again. This ought
to be a matter of importance for all of our community to address, and
implies expectations and resolve from teachers, parents and community
leaders. NCEA results should also be seen to be an indicator of the health
of the community and its care of their youth.

Nominations for representatives on our Board of Trustees (BoT) close

a change of circumstances has precipitated this. While a more formal
acknowledgement will follow | am grateful to these Board members who
have worked with energy on behalf of the school. They were appointed
or seconded at a difficult time in the history of the school and were faced
with a few challenges, not least of which was a very considerable deficit.
This is now significantly reduced and trending positively.

They have also worked to have the school upgraded and well presented,
all of which enhances the environment and learning opportunities. |
encourage you to stand for the BOT and to support your school. The
student representative is already elected for 2010 and Brooke Congdon
continues a family tradition of holding this position. The staff will also
have a new representative to replace Christina Cram who is on leave
currently.

Best wishes

Malcolm

In 2009 our HOD's (Head of Department) along with their team of teachers
wrote a new Raglan Area School curriculum, based on the revised NZ
Curriculum. Our new curriculum is concept-based. In the past (in the
schools that we adults went to) curriculum design defined what students
should know as topics and related facts. Traditionally students were asked
to ‘list’, ‘define’, ‘identify’ and ‘explain’ fact-based information.

This model is limiting when the amount of information we have is bigger eve-
ry day (think of the Internet). Students need to be able to process a large
amount of information so we need to move to an idea-centred (concept)
model of curriculum design.

For example. In my day at school | was asked to memorise the key facts
related to World War 1. Today students are learning about concepts of
freedom and independence as a result of studying World War 1.

If you would like to see and discuss our curriculum documents please
contact the HOD, or me.
Dave O'Loughlin (HOD), Joseph Rao and Celia Risbridger wrote the English

Quenten Browne (HOD) and Danny Te Moananui wrote curriculum for the

Joseph Rao (HOD), Trish Bush and Larry Fisher wrote the Social Science

W)

Tl | |
e o L W aF

* Curriculum

The Science curriculum was written by Lee Copson (HOD), Angela
Prain and Karen Eketone

Hans Geurson (HOD), Jonathan Rickard, Racheal Milne and Deane
Hishon

Arts (including visual arts, music, dance and drama) was written by
Jeanette McDonnell-Rata (HOD), Andre Ngapo, Peggotty Wharekawa

Logan Nathan (HOD), Sue
Conquest and Gwyn Brodie
wrote curriculum for

Glenn Rangitonga (HOD), Maureen Collins and Stevie Gardiner wrote
the curriculum for Technology.

Gary Kite and | wrote an ICT (Information and Communication Technol-
ogy) curriculum but this one does not stand alone, it is integrated into
the other subject areas.

All curriculum-writing teams were informed by a variety of sources. The
Ministry of Education, in particular, has set up useful websites and
issued booklets to assist.

Marlene (Smith)

23 April—E4 and D4 visit the Raglan Club, the cenotaph and the museum

5 May—Maui Tamatoa

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat  Sun

5 May—Year 4 and 5 camp to Raglan Bible Camp

5 May—Year 11 English trip to the cinema




On Sunday 27 March a group of 10 students went to the Outdoors
Pursuits Centre on Great Barrier Island. While we were there we learnt a
lot of things about teamwork, leadership, endurance and encouragement.
We spent four days while we were there doing lots of fun and challenging
outdoor activities such as rock climbing, traversing, sea kayaking,
tramping, sailing and coasteering. These activities challenged us
physically and mentally. We all learnt heaps of new things, not only about
the activities but also about ourselves and the members in the group. Our
instructor Kat was amazing with all the things she showed us and helped
us achieve. It was a wicked experience and none of us really wanted to
come home. The island is simply magnificent and we would definitely
recommend it to others that are interested. Just be prepared to get
exhausted every day!!

Big ups to Matua Quenten for organising this event, without him this never
would of happened for us and | know that we all really appreciate his work.
Erana Te Rangi

We must take responsibility for our health and well being

We must slow down our own sun and bring order into our lives

We must seek the fires of Mahuika to inspire us to reach our goals

We must face these challenges with mana and dignity

We must be as people truly were meant to be fit, healthy and smoke free
We must be as Maui

Te karito Kura Wanaga is present the ‘Maui Tamatoa’ show here at
school Wednesday 5 May (week 3), at 1.30pm in the school hall. The
cost is $3 per student, this can be paid to your child’s classroom teacher,
We would like all students from Years 0-8 to attend, as this is a very
exciting and dynamic performance for our students, with important
messages to help them in their learning throughout life. Parents are
welcome to attend, a gold coin donation for parents would be
appreciated.

Nau mai, haere mai
Gwyn Brodie, Celia Risbridger and Liz Rangiawha

There have been a number of times lately where parents have parked in
dangerous positions either making it extremely difficult for the crossing
monitors to see approaching vehicles or blocking other road users ability to
enter or leave the school area. This includes the ‘No Stopping’ area in the
bus bay.

We are requesting that parents consider all the students and other road
users before they park and/or exit their vehicles. With the wet, winter
weather approaching this is going to become more of an issue.

The local Police have told us that they are prepared to prosecute
offenders if we supply the evidence to them. We do not want to go down
that path. However, if this continues to become an issue we may be left
with no alternative. Another few metres or minutes is not going to make
a lot of difference to people’s lives.

Gary Kite

" O3%& 9

This year for the first time our school will be having a sports exchange with
Onewhero Area School. Like us Onewhero is a small rural school with a
similar roll. We, in smaller school’s, often struggle with fluctuating rolls and
numbers of boys or girls in the school. We will be travelling to Onewhero
this year and hope they will come to visit us next year. Shortly, students will
be coming home with information and consent forms for the trip. Could the
consent form please be returned ASAP .

Details:

Date of exchange : Friday May 14"
Depart Raglan: 9am sharp.

Return Raglan: 4.30 approx
Students involved: Year 7 to 13
Cost: $20

Whangamata

Whangamata will be visiting us this year for our annual exchange. We
will be hosting their Year 7 to 10 students for three days and will need to
billet students for 2 nights.

More on the Whangamata Exchange later in the term.

keen to learn to play the piano please phone

me on 825 7427.

Piano Lessons

Dear all

My name is Jacqueline Barry and | am a
qualified piano teacher. | am again taking new
students this term so if you're interested or

ID Cards

Year 11 — 13 students have had their ID photos
taken. Student ID Cards get you discounts on
public transport ie buses, at the cinema and

lots of other places. If you've had your photo
taken for your card, please come to the office
and collect it. If you haven't paid already, bring
$6. Please note: Your drivers licence is not
proof that you're a student, therefore, will not
get you student discounts. Your driver’s licence
proves your age, not that you'’re a student.



